The Message of the Bible

We probably have lost sight of the big picture in talking about parts of our religions only (e.g. who is Jesus). Therefore, I am going to give you a very brief summary of the message of the Bible. Here are the main beliefs all Christians hold in common and why:
 
A. God created the world. He made human beings to live and have fellowship with them, to look after His kingdom, the earth with His help. In doing so men would fulfil their purpose. It is to worship God and to enjoy Him forever.  
 
B. Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan. He wanted them to live without God, to be their own gods. They gave in to this temptation and disobeyed God. As the main result Adam and Eve had to leave His presence in paradise. God forgave them but Adam and Eve and we as their children had to live with the consequences of their rebellion towards God’s commandment: tendency towards selfishness, death, pain, sickness, strive, misunderstandings between one another. Their new master would now be Satan who deceived them. 
 
C. God loves human beings. He wants them to be back in fellowship with him. Here is His plan:   
 
1.    Call out one man, Abraham, to eventually bless the whole world through him.  
2. Turn Abraham’s descendents into a nation, the Israelites.  
3. Choose them from among all the other nations to show the world for a limited time who God is and what He wants them to be and do. Live again among them, first in a tent, then later in the temple in Jerusalem.   
Display His Love, Holiness (=complete purity, absence from any sin) and Justice through the law He gave them. Notice that they were not to BECOME God’s people by obeying the law. The purpose of His commandments was to show the Israelites HOW TO LIVE AS GOD’S PEOPLE. By keeping the commandment nobody can BECOME God’s people.                                                                       
 
4. Making them realize that because of Satan and selfishness they could not live lives that were pleasing to Him. History shows that the Israelites rebelled against God frequently and had to be punished by Him.  Ultimately, Israel ceased to exist as a nation in about 500 BC. His presence left them.  
                                                                                                                                       5. God Himself setting mankind free from bondage of their master Satan and from their sins of selfishness. He sent Jesus to live a perfect, sinless life from birth unlike all other human beings, including the other prophets. Jesus performed many miracles to prove that he was sent by God. Eventually he died on the cross, paying the punishment for our sins. God’s attributes of Holiness and Justice demanded it. God’s Love paid the prize of death to set us free from it’s terrible consequences, a life of misery and eventually eternal hell. He rose again on the third day, appeared to his disciples and many others. Forty days later he went back to heaven to God.  
                                                                                                                                       6. Ten days later he sent the Holy Spirit upon all those who believed, trusted in him for their salvation and eternal life. He now lives again in and with all the followers of Jesus, working in them the practical fruit of a life of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. When God looks at a follower of Jesus He accepts and is pleased with him because of his faith in the work Christ has done alone.                                                                                                                           Who is Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit?  God is One. There is no other God. He is absolutely unique. God is of One in essence making Himself known in the Person (=self with a particular function) of the Father, the Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. They are not three separate gods but One because they share the same essence. (E.g. This is similar to the fact that you have a body, spirit and soul, three distinct entities. Yet you are one.) Jesus took on a human nature by being born through the virgin Mary. When he hung on the cross and died for our sins, the third person of the Trinity, ‘Jesus’, was separated from God. However, the essence of God who is present also in God the Father and God the Holy Spirit did not die.)   
                                                                                                                                            7. Followers of Jesus are citizens of God’s kingdom. It has no geographical boundaries. It is not of this earth. Therefore, there is no such thing as a Christian nation. God does not force his will upon nations or the whole world. Instead, by accepting God’s gift in Jesus by faith, anybody can now become a citizen of God’s kingdom out of every nation in this world. It is found wherever God’s will is being done through the power of the Holy Spirit. Followers of Jesus work for the good of whatever nation God has placed them in. Truly, through Abraham the whole world has been blessed indeed and all the Glory goes to God alone! 
I can send you Bible references to all the above points, if you are interested. Please do let me know your thoughts on this. 
